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Historic figures' sons push museum
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Waukesha - Sergei Khrushchev stood before the rusted shell of a nuclear missile command and control center Monday, trying to assess the firepower it once had to defend the Midwest against the Cold War threat from his homeland - the Communist Soviet Union.

Khrushchev had a wry smile when told the Nike Missile site here could deliver a dozen nuclear armed Hercules rockets at speeds beyond Mach 3 to blast feared waves of Soviet bombers out of the sky.

He said that his father, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev, never allowed the construction of many long-range bombers, choosing instead to develop nearly indefensible intercontinental ballistic missiles.

Khrushchev said the U.S. military was aware the Soviets lacked bombers, but used the misinformation to justify building up its bomber groups, and opening Nike sites throughout the U.S. and Europe.

"Part of the story of the Cold War is we're fighting somebody who does not exist," he said. "Of course, each country tried to take care of its own defense. I don't try to criticize this American attempt because you have to be prepared. It's better to be prepared for the threat that's non-existent than not to be prepared for the real threat."

Khrushchev and the son of another Cold War icon, U2 spy plane pilot Francis Gary Powers, have joined forces to promote the creation of Cold War Museums at former Nike sites that still have some structures intact.

Powers was shot down over the Soviet Union in 1960 while on a spy mission for the Central Intelligence Agency. Two years later, he was freed from Soviet prison with the exchange of a captured Soviet spy.

Few knew that this quiet, blue-collar town in the 1960s was home to a top-secret command and control center for a dozen nuclear missiles that would wipe out Soviet bombers - and the cities below, such as Manitowoc and Oshkosh.

Gary Powers Jr. and Khrushchev were given a tour of the site, which is now Hillcrest Park on Davidson Road. They were joined by local supporters of a Cold War Museum and Carroll College officials who sponsored an evening discussion on the Cold War at the Campus Center.

The command center, where top secret credentials were needed to enter, is now a storage building for the city parks department. At a Nike site in Fairfax, Va., a museum has opened to commemorate the dangerous times of the Cold War, and the soldiers who served during that post World War II era of nuclear proliferation, which extended through the Korean and Vietnam Wars. At this missile site, within 100 yards of suburban ranch homes, Army veteran Colin Sandell posed for pictures with the famous offspring.

"The guys I was stationed with here - when they see this picture they won't believe it," said Sandell, of Cedarburg.

As Werner Juretzko, an official with the Cold War Museum in Fairfax, Va., put it Monday, who would ever have imagined back then that the son of Nikita Khrushchev would one day tour this former military facility.

Powers, 39, of Fairfax, said it was "ironic" that both he and Khrushchev were together at a site that embodied the Cold War of the 1950s and '60s. Powers founded the first Cold War Museum.

For anyone growing up in the 1950s and '60s, the fear of nuclear holocaust was part of everyday life as the Soviet Union and the United States waged a battle of nerves, wits and nuclear proliferation.

At the Carroll College talk, Khrushchev compared it to two bulls doing battle for control of a pasture with neither one wanting to hurt the other.

Khrushchev, 69, immigrated to the United States and lectures at Brown University in Providence, R.I. 

It was the elder Khrushchev who threatened at a United Nations speech that the free world would be buried by Communists. And, it was Khrushchev who played nuclear chicken with President John Kennedy over the installation of long-range nuclear missiles in Cuba. Kennedy won that match when Khrushchev backed down. Sandell had just arrived at the base when the Cuban missile crisis put the nation on one of its highest alerts ever.  "I thought I was going to die," Sandell told the Cold War Museum group before it toured the thick-walled command center, radar towers and a barracks now used as an indoor firing range.
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Gary Powers Jr. (left) listens as Sergei Khrushchev talks about the cold war from the Russians’ standpoint Monday night, during a panel discussion group at Carroll College Campus Center. 
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Chris Sturdevant (from left), Werner Juretzko, Sergei Khrushchev and Francis Gary Powers Jr. tour the former Nike missile radar base in Hillcrest Park in Waukesha on Monday. The group hopes to create a Cold War Museum at the site, which includes a former Nike missile radar base and vintage radar structures and buildings. 
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